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drop of blood. There were rumours that some compromis-
ing papers were in the hands of the Minister of the Interior
relating to my alleged negotiations with the Soviet. I need
not add that the rumours were entirely false.
The main centre of the revolutionary movement was,
however, not St. Petersburg, but the ancient city of Moscow,
Since the 'nineties of the last century Moscow had been the
nest of opposition. More than bureaucratic St. Petersburg,
Moscow was the laboratory of radical political and social
ideas.
The regime of Grand Duke Sergey Alexandrovich and
General Trepov, Governor-General and Governor, respec-
tively, could not but drive all the classes of the population
into the arms of that genuine, national opposition which
springs  from  discouraged  conservatism   and prejudiced
material interests.   Moscow was the birthplace of the con-
ventions of zemstvo  and municipal leaders, who were
destined to form the General Staff of the opposition forces,
After the assassination of Grand Duke Sergey Alexandro-
vich, the Government appointed GeneralKozlov, the former
Chief of Police, to succeed him.   Kozlov was a splendid
man, respected by everybody, but, unfortunately, he was
soon forced to resign, as he could not get along with General
Trepov,   Thereupon, P. P. Durnovo was chosen at the
request of Count Solski, who before that had taken him
into the Imperial Council,   Very wealthy, a general, and
ex-President of the St. Petersburg Municipal Duma, he was
a peculiar combination of a liberal and an old-time despot,
altogether disqualified for any serious business and wholly
incapable of enlisting either the sympathy or the support of
any social group or party in the city.   In Moscow he was
lost, did not have the least conception of what was going
on, and finally became so bewildered that on one occasion
he went out into the square, I was told, in the Adjutant-
GeaeraFs uniform, doffing his military cap, to talk things